
Star Stone Quarries, Inc.
4040 South 3fi1West
Saft Lake City, Utah |d/;1O7
Tel. (801) 2624300
Fax (801) 262474

August 29,200{J

Mr. Lynn Kunzler
Senior Reclamation Specialist
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
P. O. Box 145801

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

re: Conditional Notice of Tentative Approval for Cotton Thomas Quarry; W003/024,
Box Elder County, Utah.

Dear Lynn:

Enclosed are another set of documents for the Cotton Thomas Quarry in response to your
request. The original set was mailed to Wayne Hedberg. Included is a copy of the
original unsigned letter. The original signed faxed letter was mailed to DOGM last week.

Included in the documents are Appendix # 6 which is our response to DOGM's letter of
August 8, 2000; Appendix # 7 which is a letter and map from October 6, 1997 regarding
the Camp and certain roads not being required to be reclaimed; and a map showing better
detail than the other map noted. These maps are not of the greatest quality. They
represent at best a copy ofa copy ofa copy, and were included to show the exempted
Camp and roads. You may wish to refer to the original map from 1997.

I also included in this package, some information on the Aragonite millsite for Tom
Mrmson. Please give those items to him.

Sincerely,

n\
'[ | "J t) i/

L'/*wd -14{a/a,
JV

David Ryzak

cc: Lon Thomas
President; Star Stone Quarries, Inc.
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Star Stone Quarries, lrrc.
40lo South 300 Yllest
Salt Lake Crty, t tah |d{;1O7
Tel. (80{) 2624t00
Fax(801) 262474

August 16,2000

\,{r. D. Wayne Hedberg
Permit Supervisnr
Divisiooof Oil, Gas, and Mining
P. O. Box 145801
Salt lake Ciry, Utah 84114-5801

REGEIVEl-n]

ffim;,*1uAUG 3 1 2000

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

re: Conditional Ntrtice of Tentativc Approval for Cotton Thomas Quarry; M/003t024, t
Box Eldsr County, Utah.

Dear Wayne:

Thank you for your lctter ofAugust 8, 2000, regalding the conditional noticc oftcntative
approval to Comnrcnce Large Mining Operations for ow Cotion Thomas Quarry located
in Box Eldcr County,IJtah. It will bc very nicc to get this part ofthe process behind us.

We still have one arca of the process that we hopc to make revisions on; that is the roads

propod for post mining use, and which we requested for variance.

It is thc plan of the opemtor to use gweral of the roads in thc post mi"i'"g use of the
propcsty. Tharfore, we beliwe ttrosc toads wbich have been requested for o<earption in
the past bc oremptcd &om the rtclarration sbndalds.

In order to not get into a long process of revising the entire documenq we addressed

DOGM's comments and cruditions in trvo appcndixes. The rypendixes labeled
Appendix # 6 and Apfrendix # 7 can easily be added to the docum€nt signed July 20'
2000.

Thank you for your assistance.

sinsep.____\tu
Lon Thomas
President; Star Stone Qrrarries, lnc.

Enclosures



Star Stone Quarries, Inc.
4040 South 300 West
Salt Lake City, Utah |8F;1O7
Tel. (801) 2624:100
Fax (801) 262474

Aqust 16,2fi)0

Mr. D. Wayne Hedberg
Permit Supervisor
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
P. O. Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

re: Conditional Notice of Tentative Approval for Cotton Thomas Quarry; W003/024,
Box Elder County, Utah.

Dear Wayne: ,

Thank you for your letter ofAugust 8, 2000, regarding the conditional notice oftentative
approval to Commence Large Mining Operations for our Cotton Thomas Quarry located
in Box Elder Cormty, Utah. It will be very nice to get this part of the process behind us.
We still have one area of the process that we hope to make revisions on; that is the roads
proposed for post mining use, and which we requested for variance-

It is the plan of the operator to use several of the roads in the post mining use of tle
property. Therefore, we believe those roads which have been requested for exemption in
the past be exempted from the reclamation standards.

In order to not get into a long process of revising the entire documenl we addressed
DOGM's comments and conditions intwo appendixes. The appendixes labeled

# 6 and Appendix #7 caneasily be added to the document siped July 20,
2000.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerelv.

Lon Thomas
President; Star Stone Quarries, Inc.

Enclosures
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COTTON THOMAS QUARRY
STAR STOI\IE QUARRMS, INC.

Appendix # 6
August 16,2000

The following sections address the conditions and comments fiom DOGM in the letlsrto
Sta Stone Quanies dated August 8, 2000. The numbering is tle same as the reference
numberusedby DOGM.

l. The operator acknowledges that the proposed 4.7 mile access road will need to be
amended to the plan at a later time.

2. The operator concurs with DOGM that 66.32 acres will be affected by this pernit.
The operator requests that reclamation r€quirements be reduced to 50.95 acres as

stated under nrle R647-4-105.3.2 and shown on Map # 7 in the NOI signed July
20,2000.

3. The operator concurs with DOGM's calculations concerning soil salvage, and the
approved variance from soil salvage as identified on Map # 4.

I

I4. The operitor concurs with DOGM's approval of the highwall variance at the
Autumn Gold Quany.

5,6. These sections are lumped together because the operator is not able to distinguish
a clear separation in addressing DOGM's conditions and comme,lrts.

The operator pl"ns to us€ tr€ previously requested roads for variance for his
ranching activities. He does not understand why they should have to be bonded
for reclarnation, reclaimed in order to get the bond release4 then reconstructed for
use in ranching activities. This does not make logical or economical sense.

The operalor requests a variance from ruls R6474-111.8 - Reclanation of all
roads to include those roads identified under rule R&74-112.2 -Variance, in the
NOI signed JuIy 20, 2000. Certain of the roads were identified originally on a
map that accompanied a hand-delivered letter dated October 6, 1997. DOGM's
response was dated October 8, 1997. David Ryzak met with Llmn Kunzler about
this subject and the Camp and exempt roads were hand colored on a copy of a
topographic map originally drafted by DOGM. If there has not been an error in
transcription, those exernpt areas include;

Camp ......... =1.66 ac.
Road segment from the Qamp to Autumn Gold quarry; 1.73 mi- 4.19 ac,
Road segment from the Camp to Buckskin quarry', l.2l mtl 1.49 ac.

from Autumn Gold to Buckskin quarry; 1.09 mi. 138 ac.
from Buckskin toward North Granite quarry; 0.96 mi=!.86 :9.

Rffi
OIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

fii ll l:
=12.58 ac.



COTTON THOMAS QUARRY Appendix # 6

This is the same infomration as was included under rule R6474-105.3.5 of the
July 20, 2000 NOI, and shown on Map # 4. The first three roads have been
previously approved by DOGM. The 4h road has not been approved by DOGM.

The following information is addedto help DOGM understand background
information about the 4tr road. According to the October 8,1997 letter, an

exemption should have been granted for the 4t road. The description of the 4s
road as it now exists is complicated. The DOGM map of 1998 showing all of the

road segments and quarry areas at that time, shows the 4n road being 0.96 mile
long and totaling 1.86 acres. It orieinally ended at the West Granite Quarry. The

southeast leg which starts northeast of the Buckskin quarry will be reclaimed. It is
0.22 mile long and was calculaled to cover 0.42 acre.

The 4h road was extended to an existing road taversing Section 17 in a general

north-soutl direction. A spur offthis road goes west, then northwest e'nding near

the northwest corner of Section 17. The extended road meets near the intersection
ofthe two existing roads at about 7,950 elevation east ofthe center ofSection 17.

It was calculated to be 0.19 mile long and covers an area of 0.37 acre. To keep

calculations frombecoming more qomFlicated, the measurements were increased

to match those of the southeast leg tbat will be reclaimed. Thus the total length of
the 46 road remains at 0.96 mile. and the total affected area remains at 1.86 acre.

The extended road is used to accass the North Granite Quary and is planned for
post-mining access for the ranch. This is a superior road compared to the original
road coming from the south offMahogany Creek. The original two track 4 wheel

drive road is very steep coming up the ridge from the east side of Mahogany

Creek. The new road will be used for post-mining access instead of the very steep

road. It is not planned to be reclaimed.

A copy of the October 8,1997 letter from DOGM to American Stone; and the
trauscribed map is included as Appendix # 7. T\e letter was erroneously referred

to as a "letter from AS to DOGM d^ed 1018197," in the Reclamation Surety
Estimate for Cotton Thomas Roads included in Appendix # 4 as part of the July
20,2000 NoI.

5,6. The following sections address the operators requests under ruleR:6474-112.2
Road reclamation variance request from the July 20, 2000 NOI.

2.1 Two road segments are included in this variance r€quest. The first segment is

the existing road to the Windridge Rubble quarry which is 0.56 mile long and

covers 1.09 acres. It will be needed to access the road to be built toward
Mahogany Creek. The second segment is aproposed road toward Mahogany

Creek It is estimated to be 0.40 mile long and if consfiucted 16 feet wide, will

2



coTToN THOMAS QUARRY Appendix # 6

cover an area of 0.78 acre. The total of both road segments is 0.96 mile and 1.87

acres. They are shown on Maps # 4,# 5, # 7, and# 8.

The roads will be used for zupport of the operator's ranch. The new road will
meet the existing 4 wheel drive road at about 7 260 elwation at the break in slope
between a very steep slope to the north and a lesser slope to the south. The new
road segment has nothing to do with mining activities. It is strictly for access to
the operator's ranch. The two roads will allow access to the more gently sloped
portion of the ridge east and norlh of Mahogany Creek. They are not planned to
be reclaimed.

2.2 Aroadwas constructed in late 1998, starting from the Klondike Gold quarry
to connect the Cotton Thomas property with an existing road coming from the
valley to the east of the property. The road is shown on lvlaps # 2, # 4, # 5, # 7,
# 8. It is approximately 0.83 mile long and 20 fwtwide, and coven an estim'atea
area of 2.01 acres. It connects with the existing road to the east of the Star I
Quarry. The operator has not yet gained permission to use it for an access road. If
perrrission is gaine4 the proposed 4-7 mile access road noted in Number I will
not be built. If it is used as a haul roa4 it will be bonded for reclarnation.
Otherwise, it serves only as a ranch access road. The plan is to use it for ranching
activities. It is not planned to be reclaimed.

2.3 A pre-existing road 0.37 miles long covering an area of 0.63 acnes acc€sses a

spring located I ,200 feet north of the Camp. It is shown on Maps # 2, # 4, # 5,
# 7, # 8. The spring is shown on each of these maps, just to the east of the road
about 0.25 mile north of the Camp atthe 7,380 elevation level. A pipeline from
the spring brings water to the Camp. This water is currently being used to serve
the carnp at tle Autumn Gold quarry. Access is needed to maintain the spring and
pipeline. The spring will be used to supply water needs at the ranch during post-
mining activities. The road is not planned for reclamation.

2.4 Apre-ensting road coming up the ridge from the south was improved to
connect the Autumn Gol4 Klondike Gold, and Aspen Frost quarries. It is shown
on the original topographic map as well as on Maps # 2,# 4,# 5,# 7,# 8. The
bonded portion of this road is 0.23 mile long and covers an area of 0.45 acres.

The road is not planned for reclamation. The existing road continues up the ridge
to the north although it is not shown on the topographic map. At some time in the
future, it will be improved and connected in with the East Granite access road. To
the south, the road comes offthe ridge, and meets with the main access road
coming up Cotton Thomas Basin, near the south end of Section 4, Tl3N, R27E.
This road along with others along the ridge line serve as a hunting access as well
as access for ranch activities.



coTToN THOMAS QUARRY Appendix # 6

2.5 Constructed roads from the Buckskin to the East Granite quarry tbat ar€ not
going to be reclaimed will be used to facilitate post-mining use of the ranch.
These segments tatal0.72 mile covering 1.40 acres. They are shown on Map # 8.

A connecting road from the south noted in section 2.4 will be improved in the
future. This road along with others along the ridge line serve as a hunting access

as well as acc€ss for ranch activities- These segments are not planned to be
reclaimed.

The operator requests exemption from reclamation under ntles R647-4-105.3.3
and R6474-110.1 for the above listed s€gments. The roads will be used for post-
mining activities on the ranch and are not planned to be reclaimed. This is a
remote location in steep terrain that is difficult to access without a good road

system. All of the roads requested arc necessary to cr€ate a reasonable and
beneficial use ofthe property

The following section is added to address descriptive changed needed in DOGM's .
Reclamation Surety Estimate on the page "cotton roads."

7. There is a need to update the road description of some segments in DOGM's
Reclamation Surety Estimate on the page "cotton roads." Several segments have

been mislabeled. The updated descriptions are labeled otith (*). No mileage or
affeage is affected.

LineNumber RoadDescription
13 to Little Heart Quarry
14 to AspenFrost Quarry
15 from Campto Antique White Quarry
16 to Windridge Quarry
17 from Campto Klondike Gold Quarry
18 from Buckskin to West Granite Quarry*
19 from Buckskin to East Granite auarry*
20 from Autumn Gold to Buckskin Quarry*
2l from north of Camp to Buckskin Quarry*
22 from Caurp to Autumn Gold*
23 Misaligned from Buckskin to Autumn Gold Quary*
24 from West Granite auarry northwestto existing road*
25 between Klondike Gold & Star Quarry (unapproved)

26 proposed between Buckskin & N Granite (along ridge)
27 proposed from Windridge to Mahogany Draw

4
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October 8, L9n

CERTIFIED RETT]RN RECEIPT
P.O74n6ffi7

Lon Thomas
Anerican Stone, Iuc.
4040 South 300 West '

Salt Iake City, Utah 84107
a

Re: Response to Notice of Non-Conryliance and Tiqre Extension Request. American Stone. Inc.-
Cottor.l Ttomas Ouarry. M/fi)3/02t1. Fox Flder Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Thomas:

The Division bas rcviewed the content of your Octob er 6, 1997 ,harddelivered letrer and the
pertinent afracbneDts. The copy of the sales connact which esablishes your owaership of the mine
property is accc,ptable. Your request and justification to leave certain roads and the cary area to
facilitate the post miniqg use of your prsperry are also acc€pted. We also agrce to extcnd the time
franc for you to submit your completed krge Mining Operation Notice of Inteation (tMO). Each of
these items are discussed in more deail below.

The roads identified in prnh on the topognphic map anached to your October 6th lener, as

well as the camp area near the borom of the canyon, will be included as part of the affected area for
the mining operation- However, the Divisiou will not requirc formal reclamatio& or the posting of
additiooal reclamation surety to cover these areas, so long as they arc not expanded beyond their
present configuration. Accordingly, the Division bas revised the anount of interim surefy required o
satisff the September 18, 1997, Notice of Non4ompliance (NONC) o $29,000 dollars (14.5 Acres X
$2,000/Acrc). The rwised nmouot of interim surety is required by October 20, L99[. Please notc, this
is only ao interim sruety. The final suety arnolmt will be adjusted (either up or down) to rcflect actual
cosb of reclanation once we receive and approve your large mining permit applicatioo. If additiooal
reclanation is performed before the October 20th deadline for posting t}re interim surety, the :unourtt
could be adjusted accordingly.

The agreemeuts made to oitigate the September t8, tggl Notice of Non{ompliance (NONC)
are as follows:

1. "I\e ittterim suety mlist be in place by October 20, Lgn. You agreed to notiS the Divisjon by
October t6, Lgn, of your chosen fina:rcial institrtion. You will provide the phone rumber and
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Page2
I"on Tbomas
wffi3ttu
fuobcr 8, 1997

coilact penron for u to coordilate with at the bank. The Division will forward the appropriafe

surty forms to frc bank so thrt ft6 hte 'tan or*,y :,io effect by October 20th.

2. Tbc NONC also requires you to iden@ (on an appropriarcly scaU tobographic map), a five
(D acrc area within which you will rcstrict ]our mining activities until the large mining notice
is approved by the Division. No new disturbancc or cqnnsion of exising disu$cd areas is

permiUed rrntil the LMO is approved.

3. Lynn Knnzler of my staff is cun€trly plenning an on site inspection bfore Octobcr L7 , lgn ,

to assist you in obaining frc requird vegetation information for your LMO. He will noti$ .

Yor whcn a date is findi'rtd.

Your request for a timc extension until Augrst of 1998 to submit your large minc perm,it

application is not acce,ptable. Under the extenuating circumstrlc€s, we agree that a tine frame .
extension is jwtified. The Division will grant an edension nntil January 6, 1998 to sbmit yow iditial
large mine permit apptcation. We anticipate baving your qrcration fully permitted and in conpliamc
by May of 1998.

As always, please call if you bave additional questions or concenur that we need to discuss in
this regard.

Sinccrely,

D. Wayne Hedberg
Permit Supervisor
Minerals Regulatory Program

F
I,fary &u Wright, DOGM
Lyan Kudcr, DOGM
Da! Moqtrin. AAG

E00302f.lcr
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